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Previously I posted a review of the Kradellock security device for securing the zūmo series GPS in its cradle (the 
full review is reproduced below, beginning on page four).  This update is a review of another security device 
made by Robert Becker Design that can be used in conjunction with the Kradellock, or on its own to secure  
devices utilizing the ball mounting system. 
 

For those of us using the ball mounting system, specifically with the size ‘B’, 1” ball 
extension arm – there was still a vulnerability that would allow the zumo and cradle to be 
too easily removed from the bike – since the thief would certainly have no problem cutting 
the relatively cheap to replace power cable bundle.  That wing-nut shown in the first 
picture at left.  While it might be convenient for making adjustments to the position of the 
unit, it also makes removing the unit very easy. 
 

The mount company has a locking knob offering.  It’s rather 
large – both in diameter and thickness.  (Somebody please tell 
me why the key number is stamped in clear view of anyone 
glancing at the unit).  When unlocked, this knob can be used 
to loosen the extension arm to allow re-positioning or removed 
whatever device is mounted.  It still poses a weakness – 
looking at the backside (at left) shows 
the 3 screws that hold it together.  The 
picture showing the knob installed on 
the arm (at right) shows how the screws 
are accessible even when the knob is 
installed.  Granted – will take more time, 
but the locking knob can be defeated in 
short order with nothing more than a 
Phillips screwdriver. 

 

Now there is an alternative.  The maker of the Kradellock has developed the Kapplock.  Not only is it smaller, 
lighter and better looking than the locking knob, it is also more secure.  The Kapplock is made out of aircraft 
grade aluminum and stainless steel and uses the same barrel key lock as used in the Kradellock.  This allows 
for keyed to match units.  Last, but not least, like the Kradellock, the Kapplock is ‘Made in the USA’.  Below are 
a couple of pictures showing the side-by-side comparison to the knob lock. 
 

The Kapplock is about 30% 
smaller in diameter and less than 
half the thickness of the knob 
lock.  Made from aircraft grade 
aluminum and stainless steel, 
the disk is one piece with the 
barrel key-style lock installed.  To 
tighten the bolt of the extension 
arm is a sculpted and threaded 
stainless nut that replaces the 
wing-nut.  This specialty nut has 
flat surfaces for gripping with a 
wrench for tightening in place; a 
grooved middle where the 
locking pin rides, allowing the 

disk to spin freely when locked; and an O-ring to prevent the dreaded rattle and keep debris out of the well of 
the disk that fits over the nut.

 



UPDATE – Kapplock now available – locking knob alternative 
Kradellock, GPS security device for the zūmo® series GPS units 

                                 By:  Gary ‘bogie’ Bogolin               
 

© 2015   Gary ‘bogie’ Bogolin   bogiediver@hotmail.com 
When containing the ‘By’ line - may be reproduced and distributed freely.                                                         Page 2 of 6 
Disclaimer: bogie is not employed by any of the companies or distributors mentioned; simply a rider who enjoy sharing knowledge about new products – especially ones that 
make us safer or save money.  The opinions contained herein are strictly those of the writer.  Rights to all company and product trademarks belong to the respective company. 

Some might say having to use a wrench to 
tighten the extension arm will be 
inconvenient.  However, I see it as an 
added benefit.  Typically, once the device 
is positioned in the best location – that’s 
where it will stay.  So leave the wing-nut on 
until the final position is determined.  Then 
mark the position of the arm relative to the 
upper and lower balls and replace the 
wing-nut with the Kapplock nut.  The use 

of a wrench allows the specialty nut to be 
tightened more securely, lessening the 
chance of the arm shifting.  The cost of 
the Kapplock is slightly higher than the 
locking knob – but this is clearly a case of 
getting what you pay for.  On page three 
are pictures of the Kradellock and 
Kapplock installed on my bike (the bike 
really needs to be cleaned doesn’t it?  
Nah – just gets dirty when you ride it). 

 
You may notice, I’ve taken advantage of the zūmo 590’s ability to be mounted in portrait mode.  The Kradellock 
and Kapplock are able to accommodate this option.  An advantage to the keyed alike availability is not having to 
carry two different keys – one for the Kradellock and a different one for the locking knob.  Plus you get two keys 
each with the Kradellock and Kapplock – so you’ll have spares to your spares.  If you frequently ride with people 
you trust – you can contact Bob and do a group order of Kradellocks and Kapplocks and have them all keyed 
alike.  Then y’all can provide backup to each other in the event of lost keys. 
 
Like many of us – real life has gotten in the way of our passion.  Bob does not have the Kapplock on his website 
yet, but you can email him for details and he tells me he is sending emails to anyone who purchases a Kradellock 
informing them of the Kapplock’s availability.  Bob can be reached at: sales@kradellock.com   
 
We all know that if a thief really wants something you have, there is nothing that can completely prevent them 
from getting it.  But time is not a friend to the thief.  A device or strategy that causes a thief to realize it may take 
too much time for him to remove what he wants will likely have him move on to someone else’s stuff that’s not 
so well protected.  The Kapplock’s specialty nut is ¼-20 thread – so anything using a ¼-20 bolt could potentially 
be secured with the Kapplock.   
 
I believe the Kapplock is a good investment in securing your devices that use the extension arm of the ball 
mounting system; beating the alternative in every comparison.  It is a device I recommend without reservation.  
If you decide to purchase, I’d appreciate it if you tell Bob “bogie sent me”. 
 
As always – if you have any questions, please contact me. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
bogie
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OK – you just dropped several hundred bucks (what’s more than ‘several’? - because that would certainly apply here) on a 
new zūmo 590 (or 350/390/660/665/550) GPS device.  Comes with a plastic cradle that mounts to your motorcycle; utilizing 
a simple spring held latch to hold the zūmo device in the cradle – designed to be an easy one button press-to-release the 
device.   
 

Perhaps too easy, an inadvertent press of that button while riding and you have to decide – likely very quickly; do you 
chance losing control of the bike while you make a mad grab to save the zūmo from hitting the pavement?  In some 
cases, a sharp jolt; like hitting the road canyons (aka potholes) here in the Midwest; might be enough to trigger the 
release – better safe than, well, ... 
 

Then you park your bike after filling up what needed filling and wanting to empty what needs emptying (you know what’s 
being said); another decision, and this decision may need to be made quickly, too – do you chance no one will touch the 
bike and take the zūmo or do you remove it from the cradle (hopefully remembering to cancel the auto shut off), then find 
a safe place to put it. 
 

The Kradellock by Robert Becker Design (www.kradellock.com) solves both of these decisions for you.  The Kradellock is 
a security device for the zūmo series made from aircraft grade billet aluminum, with stainless steel locking and guide pins, 
and with a black anodized finish.  The Kradellock mounts between the zūmo cradle and the ‘ball’ mounting plate (see 
pictures below).  The Kradellock opens with a barrel-type key and closes with an easy push on the top, then pushing in 
the locking pin – easy one hand operation.  Always happy to say when a product is made in America, and Kradellock is. 
 

Discovered on a recent road trip – it is possible to not have the zūmo fully latched in its cradle; the Kradellock will not lock 
in place unless the zūmo cradle latch is, in fact, fully seated.  No accidental ‘discharge’ of the zūmo device… 
 

At the end of the day, when you do take your zūmo with you, the Kradellock will secure the weather cover in the cradle.  
No one will be able to ‘borrow’ this from you either.  Right now, the weather cover is not available separately. 
 

The worst enemy of a thief is time.  The more time they think it will take them to grab an item, the less likely they are to 
try.  Nothing will prevent a determined thief from taking what they want if they don’t care about collateral damage.  For the 
short necessary stop, the Kradellock will certainly protect you from the ‘opportunist thief’.  For the overnight stop, with the 
weather cover locked in place, the mounting screws are not accessible; helping to protect the cradle.  Add a locking knob 
(what was the knob lock manufacturer thinking having the key number stamped on the knob lock?), or other deterrent, on 
the ball mount and it’s pretty much secured against all but the ‘bolt & wire cutter thief’.  Sure, the only real way to prevent 
the theft is to always take the GPS device and cradle with you – not always practical.  Downright difficult with the newer, 
hardwired cradle that requires an electrical engineering degree to convert to quick release. 
 

The Kradellock is very well made.  The quality and engineering behind it is evident.  The Kradellock itself is the same for 
all zūmo series devices.  Which holes are used and what hardware is supplied are the only differences.  So be sure to 
specify your zūmo model when ordering.  Just because I know me – I did request 2 extra barrel keys so I shouldn’t have 
to worry.  Minor additional cost to keep that off my mind. 
 

Installation is very easy.  Using the longer, stainless screws and washers and nylock nuts (some models use threaded 
holes rather than nuts) provided with the Kradellock; simply place the locking device between the zūmo cradle and the ball 
plate, line up the hole pattern specific to your GPS model, insert the screws and tighten (remember to use the cradle 
isolators that come with the zūmo, if applicable). 
 

When installed, it’s barely noticeable from the saddle; really hardly at all from any angle.  The design, size and color 
makes it blend in very well.  Only the locking deck is noticeable when riding.   
 

Some will say the Kradellock is an expensive item.  My reply is for the advantages it adds, including peace of mind; as 
well as the quality of materials and construction; and being made in the USA; it’s a true bargain.  My insurance agent 
(Farmers) indicates the Kradellock will be sufficient proof that the zūmo was protected if it should be stolen.  Group pricing 
is available.  While a warranty is currently not officially offered, the manufacturer assures they will work with buyers should 
any issues arise. 
 

This is an easy product to recommend highly – provides security for an expensive item, well made, made in America, 
easy to install and use. 
 

Any questions, contact me or directly to Bob at Kradellock – sales@kradellock.com. 
Respectfully, bogie 
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