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Unfortunately, my riding was somewhat limited this year…  Some lousy weather and a non-riding vacation have me just now reaching 
10,000 for the year. 
 
The riding characteristics remained unchanged thru the riding season.  Very smooth ride with improved handling. 
 
During one ride, I added a 2oz weight to the front tire rim.  I noticed nothing, nada, riding as fast as 80 and thru some pretty good 
twisties.  It was literally as if it was not there.  Then, it was literally not there – apparently I didn’t clean the wheel well enough or put 
enough pressure on the weight as I stuck it on – after about three hours of riding I heard a couple of clangs from the front fender at 50 
mph; figured I picked up a rock and it banged around passing thru the fender.  The next stop, about 40 miles down the road, revealed 
the weight had been the culprit – flew off with no trace…  No noticeable effect to the smoothness or handling, not even for a split 
second.  Now, while I was not able to test this part – a friend had also put a 2 oz weight on his rim that was static balanced.  He 
indicated he did notice a bit of a shimmy – not dramatic, but definitely there. 
 
More of note at 10,000 miles is the perfectly even wear on both tires.  No evidence of cupping or other uneven wear – which was 
always experienced to some degree at 10k using typical balancing techniques (i.e. static balance the tire at the time of install, with no 
subsequent re-balance). 
 
Now for the tread wear numbers: 
 
From the Dunlop tire website:                   

 
 
I measured tread depth at several points around each tire before they were installed and found the listed depth to be very consistent.   
After the 10,000 miles, I again measured at many points around, and on both sides, of the each tire.  In both instances – the 
measurements were taken just to the inside of the tread wear indicator that is molded into the tire.  To validate the measurement, I then 
also measured on the tread wear indicator – these measurements on the indicator were consistently 1/32 less – which is the height of 
the indicator. 
 
The front tire has 3/32 left at 10,000 miles; while the rear has 9/64 (or 4.5/32).  Raw math gives: 
 

Usable % of Implied Anticipated Previous Anticipated
Initial Usable Depth @ Usable Total Expected Total Miles Increase
Depth Depth* 10,000 Remaining Miles Miles Experienced %

Front 6/32 5/32 3/32 60.0% 25,000 28,000 26,000 7.7%

Rear 11/32 20/64 9/64 45.0% 18,182 17,000 13,000 30.8%
 

* Usable depth meaning anticipated tire replacement at tread wear indicator depth with 1/32 remaining on the tire. 
 
The Implied Total Expected Miles is the result of the math.  The Anticipated Total Miles is based on my real world experience that tire 
wear is not linear.  It has been my experience that the front tire will last somewhat longer than linear math would indicate; while rear 
tires last somewhat less. 
 
I find it interesting, and perplexing, that at 10,000 miles, it appears the rear tire is showing a greater longevity gain than the front.  Recall 
the rear has only one balancer device, while the front has two. 
 
Another friend with a 2006 Electra Glide Classic also installed Dunlop Elite 3 tires at the beginning of the season.  He chose to install 
the loose balancing beads thru the valve stem after the tires were mounted.  He has ridden 6,000 miles this year.  I’ve asked him to 
measure the tread depths on his tires when he gets to 10,000.  I will further update this review once I have these measurements. 
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There was one minor disadvantage with the balancer devices that I discovered.  On an overnight trip, I was locking up the bike.  
Typically, in an area I’m not familiar with, I have a disc lock device I put on one of the front rotors to 
dissuade the mostly honest folks from messing with my bike.   The balancing devices, mounted behind the 
rotors, block the ability to install the type of disc lock I have.  The picture to the left is of a lock similar to 
the one I have and I believe typical of most disc locks that don’t require a chain to use.  While 
disappointing, I don’t find this a reason to not continue with the balancing devices.  I have already located 
another alarmed locking device that resembles a padlock (available with various length shackles), pictured 

to right, that I would sufficiently keep those mostly honest folk at bay and provide a warm & fuzzy feeling the bike is protected. 
 
 
 
 


